
OCEAN
Cherish the World's Oceans



Introduction to
the Ocean
The ocean covers most of our planet
and is home to amazing life — from tiny
plankton to huge whales! It gives us
food, jobs, and even the air we breathe.
Oceans help keep the Earth’s
temperature cool and carry ships that
connect countries for trade and travel.
In Africa, our oceans are full of fish,
coral reefs, and mangroves that
protect our coasts. But pollution,
overfishing, and climate change can
harm this beautiful world. When we
take care of the ocean, we take care of
our future too!



Ocean
Geography
The ocean is one big body of water, but
it’s divided into five main parts: the
Pacific, Atlantic, Indian, Southern, and
Arctic Oceans. Africa is surrounded by
two of them — the Atlantic Ocean on
the west and the Indian Ocean on the
east. Oceans are not the same
everywhere: some places are deep and
dark, while others are shallow and full
of coral reefs and colorful fish. Under
the water, there are mountains, valleys,
and even volcanoes! Knowing ocean
geography helps us understand how
water moves around the world,
carrying heat, animals, and nutrients
that keep our planet alive.
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Marine
Life

Fish

Mammals

Invertebrates

The ocean is full of living things, big and
small! Tiny plankton drift near the surface,
feeding fish, turtles, and even giant whales.
Coral reefs are like underwater cities where
colorful fish, crabs, and sea stars live
together. In Africa’s oceans, you can find
dolphins, sharks, sea turtles, and beautiful
coral gardens. Every creature has an
important job — some clean the water, others
keep the food chain balanced. When people
pollute the ocean or take too many fish,
marine life struggles to survive. By keeping
the ocean clean and protecting sea animals,
we help the whole planet stay healthy.



Ocean Ecosystems

Coral Reefs Kelp Forests Deep-Sea Vents

The ocean has many different ecosystems where sea life thrives. Coral reefs are colorful
underwater homes for fish and crabs. Sea kelp forests grow tall like trees and give shelter to sea
animals. Deep-sea vents are hot underwater springs where strange creatures live in the dark. Each
ecosystem is special and helps keep the ocean balanced and alive!



The Ocean's
Role

The ocean helps control the Earth’s
weather and temperature. Its
currents move warm and cold water
around the world, creating patterns
that affect rain, wind, and storms.

The ocean makes most of the air we
breathe! Tiny plants called
phytoplankton live in the water and
produce oxygen while taking in
carbon dioxide. So every time you
take a breath, thank the ocean!

Ocean movements also carry food
and nutrients that feed fish and
other sea animals. Without the
ocean’s natural patterns, our planet
would be too hot in some places
and too cold in others!
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Threats to
the Ocean

01

02 The ocean is in danger from
overfishing and climate change. When
too many fish are caught, there aren’t
enough left to grow and keep the ocean
healthy. Climate change makes the
water warmer and more acidic, hurting
coral reefs and sea animals. We must
protect the ocean so it can keep
protecting us!
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Conservation
Efforts
People around the world are
working to protect the ocean.
Some areas are turned into marine
parks where fishing and pollution
are not allowed, giving sea life
time to recover. Others plant
mangroves and clean up beaches
to keep the water healthy. When
we recycle, use less plastic, and
learn about the sea, we become
ocean protectors too!

Marine Protected Areas, or MPAs, are
special parts of the ocean where nature
is kept safe. In these zones, people are
careful about fishing, boating, and
building so that fish, coral, and other sea
animals can grow and live freely. MPAs
help the ocean stay healthy, give fish
time to multiply, and protect important
habitats for the future.

Ocean clean-up means removing rubbish,
especially plastic, from the sea and beaches.
Plastic can hurt fish, turtles, and birds that
mistake it for food. People and groups work
together to collect trash, recycle waste, and
teach others to keep the ocean clean. Every
small action — like using a reusable bottle or
picking up litter — helps protect our blue
planet!
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Conclusion
The ocean is our planet’s heart — it gives
us food, air, and life. By learning about it
and taking care of it, we help protect all
living things. Even small actions can make
a big difference for a healthy, happy ocean!


